8th Grade – Unit I
1950’s

Discuss the following.  Be able to point out 2 important items that you think the class should know about and how they might influence the music of this time period.

1.  The end of World War II brought thousands of young servicemen back to America to pick up their lives and start new families in new homes with new jobs. With an energy never before experienced, American industry expanded to meet peacetime needs. Americans began buying goods not available during the war, which created corporate expansion and jobs.  Growth everywhere.  The baby boom was underway...
Facts about this decade ---
Population: 151,684,000 (U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Bureau of the Census)*
Unemployed:  3,288,000
Life expectancy:   Women 71.1,  men  65.6
Car Sales:  6,665,800
Average Salary:  $2,992
Labor Force male/female: 5/2
Cost of a loaf of bread:  $0.14
Bomb shelter plans, like the government pamphlet You Can Survive, become widely available
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2. Important Historic and Cultural Events  
1950 - Pres. Harry Truman  ( 'til 1952) approves production of the hydrogen bomb and sends air force and navy to Korea in June. 
1951 - Transcontinental television begins with a speech by Pres. Truman.  
1953 - 1961 Dwight D. Eisenhower  is president.  
1952 - The Immigration and Naturalization Act of 1952 removes racial and ethnic barriers to becoming a U.S. citizen.  
1953 -  Julius and Ethel Rosenberg are electrocuted for their part in W.W.II espionage.  
1953 - Fighting ends in Korea.  
1954 -  U. S. Senator Joseph McCarthy begins televised hearings into alleged Communists in the army.  
1954 - Racial segregation is ruled unconstitutional in public schools by the U.S. Supreme Court.  
1955 -  Rosa Parks refuses to give up her seat on a public bus in Montgomery, Alabama.  
1955 - The American Federation of Labor and the Congress of Industrial Organizations merge making the new AFL-CIO an organization with 15 million members.  
also in 1955  Dr. Jonas Salk  developed a vaccine for  polio 
1956 - The Federal Highway Act is signed, marking the beginning of work on the interstate highway system.  
1958 - Explorer I, the first U.S. satellite, successfully orbits the earth.  
1958 - The first domestic jet-airline passenger service is begun by National Airlines between New York City and Miami.  
1959 - Alaska and Hawaii become the forty-ninth and fiftieth states. 
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3.  ART & ARCHITECTURE:
"Painting is a state...self-discovery. Every good artist paints what he is." Jackson Pollock
There was a fresh artistic outlook after World War II ended and the artistic world reflected this outlook. Abstract expressionism like Jackson Pollock , Barnett Newman , Willem de Kooning ,  Clyfford Still and  Franz Kline received official recognition at the New York Museum of Modern Art.  These artists, referred to as the New York School, were generally experimental.  Other abstract artists rebelled against the self-absorption of the New York School and delved into existentialism.   Mark Rothko used large scale color blocks to create an overpowering material presence. Painters like Robert Rauschenberg  and  Jasper Johns , also abstract artists, did not want the viewer to rely on what he saw to interpret a painting.  African American artists John T. Biggers,  Romare Bearden and Henry Clay Anderson presented a different  view of American life.    
Part of the 1950's boom in consumerism included housing.  People could afford single family dwellings and suburbia was born. A small suburban community called Levittown was built by William Levitt for returning servicemen and their families.   An influence of Frank Lloyd Wright  is seen in the popular Ranch style house.   Designers like Bauhaus , who helped create the International style , influenced Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, Philip Johnson , Charles and Ray Eames and Eero Saarinen.   Louis Kahn, architect of  the Salk Institute, was a noted architect during this period.
BOOKS & LITERATURE
America had just begun her recovery from World War II, when suddenly the Korean Conflict developed. The USSR became a major enemy in the Cold War.   Senator Joseph McCarthy claimed to know that Communists had infiltrated the United States government at the highest levels.  Americans were feeling a sense of national anxiety.  Was America the greatest country in the world?  Was life in America the best it had ever been?  As the decade passed, literature reflected the conflict of self-satisfaction with '50s Happy Days and cultural self-doubt about conformity and the true worth of American values.
Authors like Norman Vincent Peale , The Power of Positive Thinking , or Bishop Fulton J. Sheen  -Life is Worth Living, indicate power of the individual to control his or her fate. The concern with conformity is reflected in David Riesman'sThe Lonely Crowd,  John Kenneth Galbraith  -The Affluent Society, William H. Whyte's  The Organization Man, Ayn Rand - Atlas Shrugged , and  Sloan Wilson's The Man in the Gray Flannel Suit. A new group of authors appeared on the scene in the form of the Beats, or the beat generation or some called them beatniks.  Best known of these are Jack Kerouac - Kerouac's works - On the Road, Dharma Bums, The Town and The City, Mexico City Blues (poetry),Lawrence Ferlinghetti  A Coney Island of the Mind  , Pictures of a Gone World, and Allen Ginsberg  Howl (Poetry). Gregory Corso , Neal Cassady , Michael McClure , Gary Snyder, William S. Burroughs were other beat authors giving voice to the anti-establishment movement.  
Science Fiction became more popular with the actual possibility of space travel, Ray Bradbury wrote The Martian Chronicles.  Isaac Asimov  wrote I, Robot, and other books about worlds to be discovered.  Established authors continuing to write included Tennessee Williams -The Roman Spring of Mrs. Stone;  Robert Penn Warren -World Enough and Time;  Carl Sandberg -Complete Poems;  Herman Wouk -The Caine Mutiny;  J. D. Salinger-The Catcher in the Rye;  Truman Capote -The Grass Harp;   John Steinbeck- East of Eden;  Edna Ferber-Giant;  James Michener -The Bridges of Toko Ri, Hawaii;  Thomas Costain-The Silver Chalice;  Eudora Welty  -The Ponder Heart;  William Faulkner -The Town; Lorraine Hansbury - A Raisin in the Sun;Langston Hughes -  Laughing to Keep from Crying; James Baldwin -  Go Tell It on the Mountain.
