SCS Middle School

Music Curriculum Grade 7  -  General Music

ALL GRADES:  Students will be able to:  understand written music notation; sing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music; evaluate music and music performances; understand the relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts; understand music in relation to history and culture; AND be able to think IN music.

Guitar – Focus on the BASICS, STRUMMING, CHORDS, PLAYING REPERTOIRE (alone and with others).  * Final playing exam at end.  Continuation from 6th grade; utilizing more difficult material.  Beginning of tab.  Choose song from computer list to work on individually and/or with small group.
Keyboards –  BASICS.  All levels = work at individual pace out of beginning level method books.  Be able to play alone and with others.  * Final playing exam at end.  Same as guitar:  continuation of 6th grade at higher level.
Theory – Included into guitar and keyboard units.  Use computer games to focus on and review:  Terms.  Signs/symbols.  Form (6th grade – ABA; 7th gr. – Theme and Variation) 

Composition – Each general music student will write his/her own piece of music and be able to play it (on their choice of instrument--guitar, piano, band/orchestra instrument).  7th grade – 8-10 mm. Theme & Variation.  Often done using the Finale program on computer.
Musical Theatre – Each level will watch a video of a musical theatre production.  Throughout the show, class will discuss all aspects of the performance (singing, acting, dancing, lighting design, set design, costume/makeup, etc.)

How Do We Paint Sound – Students will research the jazz era and jazz style (Duke Ellington and Leonard Bernstein) as well as certain pop music (Billy Joel) to discover connections between music/art and synesthesia.   Final product is in the form of a webpage.

___________________________________
ASSESSMENT:

Grades are based on behavior and participation throughout each unit and at every “station.”  Several units have playing exams and/or paperwork to turn in.  There are 6 basic units that will receive grades.  Therefore each unit consists of 16.6% of the student’s final grade.

